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ABOUT MPACT
MPact Global Action for Gay Men’s Health and Rights was originally founded as The Global Forum on 
MSM & HIV (MSMGF) by an international group of activists who were concerned about the dispropor-
tionate HIV burden being shouldered by men who have sex with men. We have since changed our name 
to reflect our desire for greater impact within the broader sexual health and human rights agendas for 
all men who have sex with men.

Stigma, discrimination, and violence are leading barriers to the health of our communities, especially 
in countries that criminalize lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBTI) people. This has been 
historically true, however community-led services have remained under-valued and underfunded 
everywhere in the world. Additionally, space for the meaningful involvement of civil society is shrinking.

That’s where we at MPact come in. 

Our innovative strategy for advocacy is based on our belief in the power of connection. We believe that 
our impact is greatest when we can connect grassroots activists to global funders, connect healthcare 
providers with the populations who need their services most, and connect members of our community 
from every corner of the world to each other.

We work to bring global attention to local concerns. MPact is directly linked to more than 120 
community-based organizations in 62 countries around the world and thousands of activists 
online who are fighting for gay men’s health and rights. Through policy monitoring, funding, and 
programmatic support, we can empower LGBT-led community groups in countries where being openly 
gay could very literally cost someone their life.

1111 Broadway, Fourth Floor
Oakland, CA 94612 United States

www.mpactglobal.org
contact@mpactglobal.org

+1.510.849.6311

http://www.mpactglobal.org
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WELCOME LETTER FROM MPACT  
CO-CHAIRS
Dear friends and colleagues, 

This year’s pre-meeting is different from any we have done before. Today we will learn about the key 
issues facing young gay and bisexual men from twelve teams of innovators who responded to our Global 
Challenge for forward-thinking solutions on topics related to sexual health and human rights. Each team is 
youth-led and community-centred. This is a chance to band together, to share openly, to exchange ideas, 
and to support innovation in the global response to HIV. 

The title of today’s event “Out With It” encourages us all, as advocates, to make our voices heard – to be 
bold with our ideas and unapologetic about our sexuality. This is our eighth biennial gathering ahead of the 
International AIDS Conferences, and we are proud to bring together nearly 500 advocates, policy makers, 
researchers, clinical providers and community members from around the world who are dedicated to the 
sexual health and human rights of young gay and bisexual men. 

The day will culminate at our closing plenary where you, our audience, will have the chance to select two 
solutions to move on to a pilot testing phase after today’s conference, so be sure to stick around to vote 
for your favourite team! 

THANK YOU to our twelve teams of innovators; to the hundreds of you who make every pre-conference 
a huge success; to the experts who are here to help facilitate these discussions; to our funders and co- 
sponsors, without whose support today’s convening would not be possible; to the MPact staff, Board, and 
Steering Committee who work tirelessly to advocate on behalf of gay and bisexual men worldwide; and to 
the Out With It Planning Committee who steered the development of a robust and impressive program for 
all of our attendees. 

We hope that today’s program inspires you. We encourage you to insist that researchers, policy makers, 
funders, clinical providers and other allies attending the full week’s conference speak more directly, openly 
and respectfully about sex, sexuality, sexual health and rights of gay and bisexual men. Network, make 
new friends, find support, extend some kindness. Bring home new ideas, knowledge, and partnerships to 
your local work. Make an impact in our work to end AIDS. 

In solidarity, 

George Ayala, United States (Executive Director)

Don Baxter, Australia (Co-Chair) 

Othoman Mellouk, Morocco (Co-Chair) 
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THANK YOU!
We extend our deepest appreciation to colleagues at YTH, especially its Executive Director Sheoran 
Bhupendra for inspiring the design of our pre-meeting and for providing intensive technical assistance to 
innovative teams along the way. 

We also thank the expert coaches who volunteered their time generously to work with youth-led innovation 
teams over the past several weeks: Alex Garner, Robin Miller, Keletso Makofane, Ben Eveslage, Adam 
Bourne, and Sheoran Bhupendra. 

In addition, we express our appreciation to the many individuals and organizations for their amazing 
contributions and support: Mark S. King, Theodore Timothy Tsipiras, APLA Health, COC Nederlands, the 
Global Network of People Living with HIV (GNP+), the International AIDS Society (IAS) and International 
Civil Society Support (ICSS).

Special thanks to our Masters of Ceremonies — Mark Vermeulen and Rhon Reynolds — and to the Royal 
Tropical Institute, Amsterdam for sharing this incredible venue to host our pre-meeting.  

MPact also thanks individuals who assisted in session planning including, all innovators, moderators, 
presenters, and planning committee members – you have been more than generous with your time, 
contributing to our stellar program.

OUT WITH IT PRE-MEETING CO-SPONSORS 
Categories are named after ancient forms of poetry

CALLIOPE – $50,000
International AIDS Society
Gilead Sciences, Inc.

ERATO – $25,000–$49,999
Bridging the Gaps, in partnership with Aidsfonds 
and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Chevron
Viiv Healthcare

POLYHYMNIA – $10,000–$24,999
APLA Health and Wellness
Hornet
UNAIDS
UNFPA

EUTERPE – UP TO $9,999
COC Netherlands
International HIV/AIDS Alliance
Legacy Community Health Services 
San Francisco AIDS Foundation
Lazy Bear Fund
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
OUT WITH IT!  MPACT’S PRE-MEETING TO AIDS 2018
SUNDAY, JULY 22  Hosted by Mark Vermeulen and Rhon Reynolds

08:00 Check-in 

09:00 Welcome  Vitaly Djuma and Daniyar Orsekov 
Featuring a video compilation of this year’s Global Challenge Winners

09:30 Morning Plenary One: Queer Sex – Self Expression and Resistance
The opening plenary panel will set the tone for the rest of the day by specifically 
speaking to three inter-related issues: sexual health; safety and security; and rights 
and mobilization.

 Moderator  Keletso Makofane, Harvard University
 Speakers:  Adam Bourne, LaTrobe University
   Paul-Gilbert Colletaz, Global Network of Sex Work Projects
   Azat Orozbaev, Labrys
   Niluka Perera, Youth Voices Count

10:45  Break

11:15  Morning Plenary Two: Home in the Clouds
This plenary panel will focus on the use of new media and evaluation to strengthen 
‘intraventions’, interventions, and home-grown solutions for supporting sexual 
health and human rights. 

 Moderator  Mark S. King, MyFabulousDisease.com
 Speakers:  Robin Miller, Michigan State University
   Sheoran Bhupendra, YTH
   Charlie Tredway, International HIV Advocate

12:30  Lunch

13:30  Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (details on pages 9–10) 

15:00  Break

15:45  Global Challenge Pitches & Live Voting

17:15 Closing Keynote Speech – A Call to Action Sergio López, SOMOSGAY

18:00  Reception
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13:30 – 15:00 Afternoon Concurrent Session Descriptions (90 Minutes)
Select one session among a total of nine break-out sessions. Six sessions feature youth-led innovation 
teams, with two teams presenting in each session. Three sessions feature expert panels organized around 
unique issues of concern to young gay and bisexual men. 

YOUTH-LED INNOVATION SESSIONS

1. Creating Space, Creating Change: Dialogue on Sexual Health
Moderator Robyn Dayton, FHI360/LINKAGES

Room Bestuurskamer

Speakers  Victor Manuel Chima Ortiz, Inspira Cambio A.C.

 Diego Ruiz, Inspira Cambio A.C.

 Tinashe Sande, Trans and Intersex Rising Zimbabwe 

Featuring innovation teams from Mexico and Zimbabwe, this session will focus on the creation of 
safe spaces that allow for open and honest dialogue about topics that may be too taboo to discuss 
anywhere else. So, let’s talk about sex, shall we?

2. Community Messaging for Health
Moderator Sheoran Bhupendra, YTH

Room Subzaal #1

Speakers Tung Doan Thanh, Lighthouse

 Luc Quach Binh Duong, Lighthouse

 Turker Kurun, Gateway Health Institute

Featuring innovation teams from Vietnam and South Africa, this session will discuss community-led 
health services messaging applications for young gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men. 

3. Queer Peers
Moderator Alex Garner, Hornet

Room Subzaal #2

Speakers Joomun Shah Irfan Mohammad, Young Queer Alliance

 Ricardo Peralta, Pepe Y Teo

Featuring innovation teams from Mauritius and Mexico, this session will focus on how peer educators 
can creatively engage young gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men in discussions about 
sexual health and rights. 
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4. Community Knowledge Platforms: Sharing Information about Quality Services
Moderator Cheikh Traore, International HIV Advocate 

Room Raadzaal

Speakers  Dumiso Gatsa, Success Capital 

 Tushar Malik

Featuring innovation teams from Botswana and the United States, this session will focus on improving 
access to information by leveraging and sharing the knowledge of community members through the 
creation of a mobile app and through WhatsApp respectively. 

5. Getting the Word OUT: The Power of Phones and the Web 
Moderator Omar Baños, MPact

Room Claus

Speakers  Roger Welch, Society Against Sexual Orientation Discrimination

 Alex Fraser, Society Against Sexual Orientation Discrimination

 Missael Hotman, Fokus Muda

Featuring innovation teams from Guyana and Indonesia, this session will discuss the use smart phone 
apps and other technologies to advocate, promote and access sexual health resources and services for 
young gay men and transgender people in constrained environments.  

6. Mainstreaming QUEER, Queering Mainstream
Moderator Stef Baral, Johns Hopkins University

Room Subzaal #3

Speakers  Shubham Choudhary, Safe Access

 Rodelio Lewis

  Elago Akwaake

Featuring innovation teams from India and Namibia, this session will discuss the use of strategies like 
web-based technologies and blood donation campaigns to increase uptake of HIV, STI and other health 
testing services and to retain gay and bisexual men in the care continuum. 
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SPECIAL SESSIONS

7. Rally UP: Youth Advocacy, Community Mobilization and Agenda Building
Moderator  Niluka Perera, Youth Voices Count

Room Queen Maxima Hall 

Speakers Carlo Olivera, International AIDS Society

 Elie Ballan, M-Coalition

This special session is intended to offer participants an opportunity to exchange ideas and to reinvigo-
rate urgency around the most pressing advocacy issues facing young gay and bisexual men worldwide.

8. PrEPare to Play: PrEP and HIV Prevention
Moderator Pato Hebert, MPact

Room Maurits

Speakers  Phil Samba, PrEPster

 Mark Thompson, THT

This session will discuss strategies for how we can optimize current prevention tools for young gay, 
bisexual and other men who have sex with men by leveraging the role of community advocates and 
organizations in the implementation, use and critique of PrEP. 

9. Drugs, Alcohol and Sexual Health: a Mind-Blowing Session
Moderator Tri Do, HealthRIGHT 360

Room Emma

Speakers  Jay Levy, International Network of People Who Use Drugs

 Milo Santos, University of California, San Francisco

 Adam Bourne, LaTrobe University

 Andriy Radetsky, Alliance Global

This session will provide an overview of the use of drugs and alcohol among gay and bisexual men 
worldwide and help illustrate the interplay between drugs, alcohol, sex and sexual health using princi-
ples of agency, bodily autonomy and self-determination. 
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GLOBAL CHALLENGE INNOVATION 
TEAMS
Earlier this year, MPact issued our Global Challenge – a call for forward-thinking solutions on 
sexual health topics such as healthcare access, stigma and discrimination, LGBT rights and 
more. Out of thirty eight applications, twelve teams were selected to join us today who will be 
presenting and workshopping their solutions at Out With It.

An app to provide access to services for LGBTIQ+ and Sex 
Worker communities
Dumiso Gatsa, Botswana

An online platform that combines entertainment with 
information on safe sex practices for men who have sex with 
men
Alex Fraser & Roger Welch, Guyana

A chat-bot via WhatsApp that uses artificial intelligence to 
provide answers to questions about sexual health
Tushar Malik, USA

Online consultations that link LGBTQ people in India with 
healthcare providers who are trained and sensitized to their 
unique needs
Shubham Choudhary, India

Discreetly linking young gay men, trans people and drug 
users in Indonesia with services through a mobile application
Missael Hotman, Indonesia
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Connecting social media influencers with activists to address 
global issues such as stigma and homophobia
Ricardo Peralta, Mexico 

Peer-to-peer STI testing events for young gay men 
Victor Manuel Chima Ortiz & Diego Ruiz, Mexico

Increasing the uptake of HIV counseling and testing by 
encouraging participation in blood donation drives
Elago Akwaake & Rodelio Lewis, Namibia

Playing cards that allow peer educators a more interactive 
way to talk about health issues with their community
Joomun Shah Irfan Mohammad, Mauritius

A web application focused on educating young gay men on 
issues related to HIV/STI prevention and more
Turker Kurun, South Africa

Linking young gay and bisexual men to local health services 
in Southeast Asia through mobile applications
Tung Doan Thanh & Luc Quach Binh Duong, Vietnam

Challenging transphobia by disseminating information and 
providing safe spaces for trans men
Tinashe Sande, Zimbabwe 
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Celebrate our new name with us!

MPact Rebranding Party
Out With It Networking Zone 

@ The AIDS2018 Global Village
Tuesday July 24th • 4PM - 6PM

is now

The Global Forum on 
MSM & HIV (MSMGF)
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JOIN OUR SATELLITE SESSION!

Re-Defining the Global Health Response to Gay and Bisexual Men:  
New Perspectives and Opportunities

Session Code:    WESA06

Venue:   G104-105

Date:   Wednesday 25 July

Time:  07:00 - 08:30 

Chair:   George Ayala, MPact, USA 

Speakers:

  Borris Dittrich, Human Rights Watch, Germany

  Vitaly Djuma, Eurasian Coalition on Male Health, Estonia

  Sergio Lopez, SOMOSGAY, Paraguay

  Glenroy Murray, Equality for All, Jamaica

Celebrate our new name with us!

MPact Rebranding Party
Out With It Networking Zone 

@ The AIDS2018 Global Village
Tuesday July 24th • 4PM - 6PM

is now

The Global Forum on 
MSM & HIV (MSMGF)
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celebrates our continued partnership 
with  

MPact
aplahealth.org 

@ AIDS 2018
for MSM & Transgender People

Event name When and where?
Making Holistic Real: Social
Drivers of HIV & Community
Programming for MSM

11.30am-1pm,
Mon 23rd July
Positive Action Meeting Room,
Global Village

e-Health Innovations for
MSM & Trans People

12.30-2pm,
Tues 24th July
Positive Action Meeting Room,
Global Village

An Open Space for Young
LGBT+ Leaders

11am-12.30pm,
Thurs 26th July
Session Room 2,
Global Village

We believe in the power of
communities to counter HIV, promote
sexual health & wellbeing, and
advance social & economic justice for
MSM and transgender people.

Learn more about us & our community
partners and make your voice heard by
joining our AIDS2018 activities.

Our full timetable is available at:
http://bit.ly.PositiveActionAIDS2018



  July 22, 2018  |  17  

ROADMAP 
AIDS 2018 SESSIONS FOCUSED ON GAY AND BISEXUAL MEN
MONDAY JULY 23, 2018

MOCA21 LGBT by birth: Documentary series

MOCA02 Breaking barriers: The goal is for everyone

MOGS08 The PLHIV stigma index 2.0: A workshop for implementers

MOCA22 MSM HIV testing video campaign in MENA

MOCA24 Youth activism and video advocacy: Act, film and be heard!

MOCA27 Enough or not: Youth-friendly services on campus for HIV and AIDS-related matters

MOGS05 Transitioning from donor support for HIV and TB programmes in Eastern Europe: 
Collective action for an effective response

MOCA09 Cross-dressing, voguing, lipsync and catwalk as items of ballroom activities to raise 
awareness pf HIV sexual diversity and gender expression

MOSA02 Supporting regional compliance with HIV, health and human Rights minimum stan-
dards for prison populations of sub-Saharan Africa

MOCA30 Movies that matter: Kiki

MOGS16 Fifteen years of progress for LGBT health and human rights

MOGS04 Fighting discriminatory HIV laws: Practical skills for documenting, monitoring, 
reporting and organizing to end HIV criminalization

MOSA13 Catalyzing Thailand and regional initiatives and building bridges towards global 
compact to end HIV-related stigma and discrimination in healthcare settings

MOSA14 Time to focus: Doing things better and differently for key populations

MOSA15 Breaking barriers toward sustainability of AIDS response in Indonesia

MOSA20 Diagnostics for Impact

MOSA22 Innovative multi-level HIV interventions with key populations in Kazakhstan and 
Central Asia: From efficacy to implementation research

MOSA27 Medical care for criminalised populations: scalable or doomed?

MOSA29 Gender-based violence and HIV Intersections programme among key and vulnerable 
populations in conflict setting in Nigeria

MOSA40 Engaging in innovation towards eliminating new HIV infections among key 
populations
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MOSA44
How do we achieve health equity for young key populations (YKPs) in Africa?: 
Generating evidence, mobilizing communities, creating enabling legal and policy 
environment.

MOSA44
How do we achieve health equity for young key populations (YKPs) in Africa?: 
Generating evidence, mobilizing communities, creating enabling legal and policy 
environment.

MOSA45 What is the future of funding for key populations? Funders, communities and gov-
ernments speak out on opportunities and gaps

MOSA47 European surveys and trainings to improve MSM community health (ESTICOM)

MOSA53
Are we testing for 2030? Implementing and scaling-up innovative approaches to 
HIV testing and linkage to prevention and treatment in low- and middle-income 
countries

TUESDAY JULY 24, 2018

TUAD02 The defence does not rest: Resisting the criminalization of HIV

TUWS05 HIV elimination is now a reality for gay men: What is working and how do we repli-
cate our successes for all?

TUWS01 Handle with care: How to document human rights violations among the most vulner-
able groups of key populations

TUWS03 U=U: Crafting supportive public health policies from the scientific evidence for 
community action. (Majority of the panellists are GBM

TUSY01 Political resistance to addressing the needs of key populations

TUSY02 Harnessing information for HIV prevention

TUSY03 Where will resources come from to end AIDS?

TUCA04 Sex worker ́s opera – 20-minute preview performance(s) on the main stage

TUCA21 South-South learning for a more inclusive and integrated Caribbean

TUGS07 Network empowerment: Creating space for us all

TUPDD01 #UsToo: Violence against key populations

TUPDX01 PrEP in the real world: What are we learning?

TUWS07 Best practice learning and role playing to deliver health services that are responsive 
to the needs of key populations

TUWS09 It is OUR money!: Effective community advocacy to insure domestic resources for 
sustainable HIV services
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TUAC01 Forging new pathways towards HIV elimination

TUAD03 Lost in transition: Challenges in domestic financing for HIV and human rights

TUSY05 Implementing the SDG agenda to leave no one behind: Innovations in Europe on the 
fast track to ending AIDS

TUCA23 Positive YouTubers: A machinima documentary

TUGS04 Robert Carr Research Award and memorial lecture

TUGS08 Reducing discrimination by breaking down cultural barriers among youth through 
sport

TUCA25 Intergenerational connections - Building bridges

TUGS05 Survival strategies in the dawn of a new fiscally constrained era of the HIV response

TUAC02 It’s raining men: Key statistics for engagement

TUAC03 Diversities in delivery: PrEP from home to clinic

TUWS10 Nurses at the intersection of healthcare and human rights for key populations

TUSY11 What types of activism are needed 30 years into the AIDS response?

TUSA13 Shame, secrecy and silence: Delivering stigma free health services for key 
populations

TUSA17 PrEP in the real world - Early lessons for scale up among key populations

WEDNESDAY JULY 25, 2018

WESA06 Re-Defining the Global Health Response to Gay and Bisexual Men: New 
Perspectives and Opportunities

WESA08 High Rates of Suicide Among People Living With HIV: Implications for the Health 
and Well-being of Indigenous Peoples

WEAC01 The new high risk populations: Who are they?

WEAD01 Justice on the margins: Legal strategies to address barriers to HIV services

WEAE04 PrEP - work in progress

WEGS01 LGBT equal rights legislation: The Philippine experience

WEPDC01 From online to IRL: Social media, sex apps and surfing to enhance cascades

WEPDC02 Sex and drugs: Ongoing syndemics in the PrEP and treatment era

WEWS04 Doing no harm: Practical approaches for safely delivering HIV services with and for 
key populations
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WEAD02 Time for a youthquake in HIV prevention and treatment

WEGS05 Young men and chemsex: If, why, and where?

WEGS06 “It takes a community to reach those left behind”: Lessons learned from community 
leaders on HIV testing

WESY08 Nothing about us without us’: Advancing human rights for key populations

WEGS12 Leaving no one behind: Stigma interventions for youth

WECA28 Movies that matter: Who’s gonna love me now?

WESA11
HIV and co-infections in at-risk populations: addressing cross-border treatment 
needs and ensuring earlier diagnosis of migrants, homeless, prisoners and other 
vulnerable populations with co-infections

WESA14 HIV, human rights, and sustainability: From analysis to action

WESA17
Intersectional Stigma: Measurement and Interventions Strategies to Address 
Multiple Intersecting Stigmas that Potentiate HIV Risks and Limit Engagement in 
Care

WESA13 PrEP in practice: experiences from the field

THURSDAY JULY 26, 2018

THSA02 Breaking down barriers: HIV interventions in sub-Saharan Africa

THPL01 Plenary session: Breaking barriers and building bridges between our responses 
toward universal health

THCA20 Listen to me: Untold stories beyond hatred

THBS01 Rise against violence: Coming together to end inhuman humanity

THGS06 The ROLi young key population scorecard workshop

THAC01 New tools, old tricks: Innovative methods for understanding the epidemic

THWS04 An open space: Young LGBT+ leaders in the HIV response

THSY01 Antifragile: Strengthening the HIV response through addressing stigma, prejudice 
and discrimination

THSY02 The politics of PrEP

THSY03 Rallying political support for the HIV response

THCA03 Sex worker’s opera – Full show on the main stage

THGS03 Defining the 4th “90”: Quality of life –The role in determining outcomes and per-
son-centred interventions
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THPDC01 From online to door-2-door: Expanding access to HIV self-testing

THPDD01 Knowing and resolving stigma

THPDE02 Meeting the challenge: Community financing for a sustained response

THCA04 “Facing taboo”: Drag graphic novel

THBS02 The double-sided cascade of prevention and care and beyond

THAC02 Testing for 2030: Novel strategies for the home stretch

THAD03 Community system strengthening = Sustainable HIV response

THSY05 Next-generation HIV prevention

THCA25 Cover story: A short film that highlights the stigma and discrimination faced by 
LGBTQ communities at their workplaces in an Indian context

THGS05 Supporting key populations wherever they are

THAC05 I want your sex: Sexual health in the PrEP era

THSY07 Mental health & HIV: Supporting communities and turning stress into resilience

THSY09 Bending the curve: Modernizing HIV prevention through balanced curation of 
interventions

THSY10 Precision programming: Using data to deliver the right programme to the right 
people

THCA26 Three stories, many conversations: An educational short-film package on HIV pre-
vention, substance use and living with HIV

THCA27 Caged uncaged - Series of short documentary films

THSA13 Anal sex from top to bottom: Beliefs, behaviors and policies for better health

THSA16 Optimizing the impact of key population programming across the HIV cascade

THSA19 Getting PrEP to where it’s needed most: A global conversation led by African men 
who have sex with men (MSM)
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FRIDAY JULY 26, 2018

FRSA03 Are Key Populations really the “KEY” to Ending AIDS in Asia?

FRGS03 We are all Caribbean! Advocacy strategies to mitigate violence and human rights 
violations against LGBT persons in the Caribbean

FRSY01 Healthy societies for healthy children: Empowering the future generation in a world 
with HIV needs more than ARVs

FRSY04 Combination prevention: Getting it right

FRSY06 Parliamentarians leading the fight against AIDS

FRWS04 Hidden in plain sight: Meeting the needs of young people from key populations
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OUT WITH IT NETWORKING ZONE!
MPact will once again host the networking zone for gay and bisexual men and 
other men who have sex with men. This is your opportunity to meet gay and 
bisexual men from around the world and exchange ideas, pose questions and 
simply chill. 

Find us in the global village for an exciting program of informative sessions, 
workshops and interactive activities. 

Our networking zone will be at Booth# 514 and will be open every day from  
10:00 AM to 18:00 PM



MPact thanks you for your support!

CHEVRON

EUTERPE

POLYHYMNIA

ERATO

CALLIOPE

www.mpactglobal.org  @mpactglobal
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