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POLICY

Supporting Grassroots Advocacy

Speaking Out
Speaking Out: Honduras / Central America

As part of the ongoing TA with Asociacion Kukulcan, the MSMGF supported Kukulcan to implement a regional Speaking Out
training of trainers (TOT) from May 26 - May 31stin La Ceiba, Honduras. A total of 12 participants attended the training: 2
from El Salvador, 3 from Guatemala, 3 from Nicaragua, and 4 from Honduras. During the 5-day training, participants identified
issues salient to the lives of gay men, other MSM, and transgender people in Central America. They also identified advocacy
campaigns to address the issues of stigma and discrimination, human rights violations, lack of access to HIV services for
MSM and transgender people, and lack of funding for these services. Participants also participated in a one-day training on
group facilitation and did “teach back” on different sections and activities. This allowed facilitators to critique group facilitation
skills and content knowledge, providing constructive feedback for participants to improve their skills and knowledge.

The training also included a new section on documentation of human rights violations, implemented for the first time at the
training in La Ceiba. Participants requested that Kulkucan and the MSMGF have a three day training dedicated to this subject
in order to: 1) properly train LGBT staff on how to document human rights violations; 2) draft regional tools and forms that all
LGBT organizations should use in order to unify and systematize information; 3) create a regional database that can house all
human rights violations documented by the participating organizations; and 4) draft a document that compiles these cases and
can be presented to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

At the end of the five days, participants had a work plan to replicate a two-day training with their peers in their countries.
These trainings will take place between June and August, 2013. They also drafted a unified working agenda and tailored
guide for the two-day training. Advocates also started conversations about forming a regional network of MSM and
transgender activists and organizations in Central America. Working groups were created and timeline was developed.

As a follow up to the previous training in February 2013, participants also drafted two specific advocacy campaigns to be
supported by Kukulcan. Both proposals are under development with technical assistance from Kukulcan and the MSMGF.
One proposal has a regional focus to create a regional assessment of hate crimes based on sexual orientation and gender
identity for use in lobbying policy makers and politicians at the regional level. The second proposal focuses on engaging
Honduran politicians and political parties in a dialogue on inclusion of LGBT rights in political party platforms. Presidential
elections will be held this year in Honduras, and participants from Honduras believe 2013 is a good time to engage politicians
before the elections which will be held in November.

New Speaking Out Webpage

The MSMGF launched the Speaking Out webpage on May 17t, the International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia.
The Policy Team worked with a graphic designer to develop the website for Speaking Out, as well as a new logo as part of the
communication strategy to promote the program and disseminate information about it. The website offers an overview of the
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http://www.msmgf.org/speakingout

Speaking Out program and regional information, photos, and video testimonials from participating advocates. Visitors can also
use the new site to download adapted versions of the Speaking Out toolkit in English, Spanish, French, and Viethamese.

Speaking Out Interviews

MSMGF Executive Director George Ayala and Director of Policy Noah Metheny were interviewed by Viiv Positive Action about
the development of the Speaking Out Initiative, discussing the program’s overarching goals, the needs addressed, and the
impact and lessons learned from the Initiative after two years. The interview, along with photos from Speaking Out trainings
and video testimonials from participants, can be accessed online.

Support for Advocates to Attend Transgender Health Summit

The MSMGF Policy team supported Laurel Sprague, a regional coordinator for GNP+, to attend and present at the Transgender Health
Summit held in Oakland, California, in mid-April. Laurel presented on new data she has collected on the impact of HIV criminalization
on people living with HIV (PLHIV), particularly key affected populations living with HIV.

Direct High-Level Advocacy

Global Fund

Policy Brief on the New Funding Model

MSMGF Policy staff was interviewed for and contributed material to a policy brief developed by ICASO on recommendations
for the Global Fund’'s New Funding Model (NFM) from civil society and key populations. Noah provided extensive feedback
and review of multiple drafts. The final policy brief can be accessed online.

Consultation on Roll-out of the New Funding Model

MSMGF Policy staff also participated in a civil society consultation held by International Civil Society Support (ICSS) focused
on the rollout of the NFM over the past few months. MSMGF staff presented the experiences MSM advocates have had with
the country dialogue process in El Salvador and gave a joint presentation with members from the other global Key Affected
Population (KAP) networks regarding ongoing concerns and proposed recommendations.

Assessment of the New Funding Model

Finally, MSMGF Director of Policy Noah Metheny was interviewed by the Open Society Foundation (OSF) for an assessment
report on the NFM. Noah is scheduled to have another interview with OSF and will provide feedback and input for the final
report.

World Health Organization
WHO Civil Society Reference Group

MSMGF Director of Policy Noah Metheny, a member of the World Health Organization (WHO) Civil Society Reference Group,
attended the first meeting of this group in Geneva in April 2013. At this meeting, he gave input and feedback into the rollout of
the new WHO the Consolidated ARV Treatment Guidelines. As part of this Reference Group, Noah will be involved in helping
to adapt these guidelines for use by civil society advocates.

New WHO Guidance for Sex Workers

In May 2013, the MSMGF participated in a consultation to operationalize the World Health Organization’s new guidance
document, Prevention and Treatment of HIV and other Sexually Transmitted Infections for Sex Workers in Low- and Middle-
income Countries: Recommendations for a public health approach. The consultation took place in Accra, Ghana and brought
together over 50 stakeholders from sex worker-led organizations and networks, as well as other key population groups,
government health ministries, large international NGOs, and key global AIDS donors. The MSMGF was honored to participate
as part of our ongoing solidarity and advocacy work with sex workers and the Global Network of Sex Work Project (NSWP),


http://www.viivhealthcareeffect.com/tour-our-programmes/msmgf-project.aspx
http://www.icaso.org/?file=23901

working to support the health and human rights of all key populations.
PEPFAR
Gender-Based Violence among MSM
In June 2013, the MSMGF and the International HIV/AIDS Alliance presented findings from an analysis of training and
programmatic materials designed to address gender-based violence (GBV), including violence against gay men and other

MSM. The findings were presented in Washington, D.C., to staff from the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) who are working to enhance PEPFAR's efforts to counter GBV and health disparities.

International AIDS Society
Key Affected Populations Advisory Group
MSMGF Policy staff serve as members of the IAS KAP Advisory Group, participating in monthly calls. Policy staff are following

up with IAS regarding the IAC Audit report the MSMGF recently launched, and are discussing the possibility of funding an
MSM preconference at ICAAP.

Public Policy Statements

Over the past quarter, the MSMGF issued four public policy statements and one global sign-on letter. All public policy statements and
sign-on letters are listed below.

MSMGF Condemns Passage of Anti-Gay Bill in Nigeria
June 6, 2013

ACTION ALERT: Sign-On to Increase Meaningful Coverage of Key Populations at the International AIDS Conference
June 4, 2013

MSMGF Commends Findings of New High Level Panel Report on Post-2015 Development Goals, Calls for Greater Inclusion
of MSM and Key Populations
May 31, 2013

International HIV Activists Meet with AIDS Project East Bay
April 22, 2013

International Networks of Gay Men Unite to Fight HIV
April 18,2013
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COMMUNITY SYSTEMS STRENGTHENING

Bridging the Gaps

Strategy Assessment Conducted for Ecuador, Costa Rica, Zimbabwe, Kenya, and Brazil

MSMGF Programs staff traveled to Ecuador, Costa Rica, Zimbabwe, Kenya, and Brazil to meet with local partners and
conduct strategy assessments for the Bridging the Gaps (BtG) program. The meeting objectives included orienting local
partners to the MSMGF'’s role in the BtG project, taking stock of progress made in the BtG project till date, discussing work
plans for 2013, identifying opportunities for collaboration and provision of technical assistance, and developing strategies for
collaboration beyond 2013.

Capacity Assessment Tools in Development

MSMGF consultant Supriya Pillai presented initial capacity assessment tools to support capacity assessment for BtG partner
organizations. The tools focus on a wide range of topics, including organizational development, financial management,
technical improvement, human resource management, and board development. These tools will be translated into Spanish
and Portuguese, and the MSMGF is actively seeking resources to add Chinese, French, Arabic and Russian. Once the tools
are complete and capacity in target areas has been assessed, specific capacity building activities will be determined on a case
by case basis with each in-country partner.

Technical Assistance

Initial Review Completed for the Healthcare Provider Curriculum

MSMGF Programs staff continues to work toward the completion of a new curriculum for healthcare provision targeting gay
men and other MSM, passing significant milestones this quarter. In June, Professor Stefan Baral and researcher Krystal
Mason met with Programs staff to finalize the research component of the 10-module curriculum. Next steps include content
finalization and review by the curriculum’s global Technical Advisory Body.

Support for the Eurasian Coalition on Male Health

The Eurasian Coalition on Male Health (ECOM) is receives support from the Robert Carr Civil Society Networks Fund (RC-
NF) as a sub-recipient of the MSMGF. ECOM has undergone several significant changes this quarter, including resignation of
the Executive Director and the addition of new members from Eastern Europe. The MSMGF held multiple exploratory
discussions with newly engaged activists, as well as UNDP, amfAR, and the US State Department to ensure a smooth
transition of ECOM leadership and completion of ECOM's legal registration.



RESEARCH

Original Research

Coverage of Key Populations at the 2012 International AIDS Conference

The MSMGF worked with a coalition of global advocacy organizations to conduct a systematic quantitative audit and
qualitative analysis of abstracts on key populations at the 2012 International AIDS Conference, also known as AIDS 2012. The
audit revealed that only 17% of all abstracts at AIDS 2012 were exclusively focused on MSM, transgender people, people who
inject drugs (PWID), or sex workers. The analysis also indicated that more abstracts on key populations focused on individual
risk factors than any other topic, and that nearly two-thirds of all abstracts on key populations were focused on 10 countries
alone. The report was released with a global sign-on letter calling on the organizers of the conference to take several concrete
steps to increase meaningful coverage of key populations at future International AIDS Conferences.

Young MSM: Health, Access, & HIV

The MSMGF conducted a secondary analysis of 2012 Global Men’s Health and Rights survey (GMHR) data to examine levels
of access to HIV services and factors that impact access to services for young MSM (YMSM). The analysis revealed that
YMSM around the world experience higher levels of homophobia, unstable housing, violence, and other factors that hinder
access to HIV services, compared to older MSM. The analysis also indicated that YMSM fare worse than older MSM in their
attempts to access numerous HIV services, including HIV treatment. The results of the analysis were published in a policy
brief entitled, “Young Men Who Have Sex with Men: Health, Access, & HIV.”

Peer-Reviewed Publications

Two manuscripts prepared by the MSMGF Research Group (MRG) were accepted for publication in major peer-reviewed journals this
quarter. The published versions will appear in forthcoming issues of each journal respectively.

Homophobia as a Barrier to HIV Prevention Service Access for Young Men Who Have Sex with Men (YMSM)
Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

This Letter to the Editor uses data from the 2010 GMHR to examine the impact of homophobia on access to HIV prevention
services for YMSM. The data revealed that significantly fewer YMSM reported easy access to 17 out of 18 HIV prevention
services measured when compared to older MSM. The data also showed that a greater percentage of YMSM perceived a high
degree of social discrimination based on sexual orientation and that both homophobia and internalized homophobia were
independently and negatively associated with access to HIV prevention services.

Access to basic HIV-related services and PrEP acceptability among men who have sex with men worldwide: Barriers,
facilitators and implications for combination prevention
Journal of Sexually Transmitted Diseases

This paper uses data from the 2012 GMHR to examine access to basic HIV-related services and the acceptability of pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) among MSM worldwide. The data revealed low levels of access to condoms, lubricants, HIV
testing, and HIV treatment among MSM globally and indicated several factors that act as barriers and facilitators to HIV
service access. The data also indicated a number of barriers and facilitators affecting PrEP acceptability among MSM.

Posters and Presentations

Members of the MRG gave several presentations at high-visibility meetings and conferences this quarter using original data and
analysis generated by the MSMGF.


http://www.msmgf.org/files/msmgf/Advocacy/AIDS2012_KeyPopulations.pdf
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=1efcb45b2d3a4abde06876054&id=cdf278f919&e=9d44aaf6b2
http://www.msmgf.org/files/msmgf/Publications/MSMGF_YMSM_PolicyBrief.pdf

Society for Prevention Research

MSMGF research was featured as the centerpiece of a symposium session at the 215t Annual Meeting of the Society for
Prevention Research (SPR). MRG members gave four presentations based on data from the 2012 GMHR during the
symposium. A description of the symposium section is available online.

Understanding HIV Service Barriers and Facilitators among Men who have Sex Worldwide Utilizing Community-
Based Survey Methods

Predictors of Survey Drop-out in a Global Survey of Diverse MSM
Syndemic Conditions Associated with Increased HIV Risk in Global Sample of MSM

Structural, Community and Individual Factors Related to Sexual Happiness: Sexual Health among a Global
Community of MSM

AIDSTAR-One Technical Consultation on Innovative Uses of Communication Technology for HIV Programming for
MSM and TG Populations

Co-sponsored by U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the National Institute of Mental Health, and the American
Foundation for AIDS Research, this two-day technical consultation provided a forum for key stakeholders in HIV research,
programming, implementation, and evaluation to take stock of important developments in the field and develop strategies to
improve communication technology for enhanced HIV services. The MSMGF presented survey methods from the 2012
GMHR, highlighting innovative uses of communication technology for community-based research.

Using ICT for Global Research with MSM: The Global Men’s Health and Rights Survey (PDF)

SAHARA: An African Conference for African Solutions in HIV/AIDS

The MSMGF's abstract, entitled “Social/Structural Predictors of Access to HIV Services among African MSM: Implications for
Program Design and Delivery,” was accepted for presentation at the 7" SAHARA conference to take place in October, 2013 in
Dakar, Senegal. The abstract presents data from the 2012 GMHR focused on access to HIV services among MSM in Africa.
Nearly 400 African MSM across 34 countries participated in the 2012 GMHR, reporting low levels of access to HIV prevention
services. Among African MSM, access to HIV prevention and care services was predicted by lower homophobic violence,
lower stigma from providers, and higher engagement and connection with the gay community.


http://spr.confex.com/spr/SPR2013/webprogram/Session6342.html
http://aidstar-one.com/sites/default/files/07_Beck_01.pdf

PUBLICATIONS

The MSMGF produced two publications over the past quarter, both based on original research described in the Research section of
this report. The publications can be found at the following links:

Coverage of Key Populations at the 2012 International AIDS Conference

Young Men Who Have Sex with Men: Health, Access, & HIV



http://www.msmgf.org/files/msmgf/Advocacy/AIDS2012_KeyPopulations.pdf
http://www.msmgf.org/files/msmgf/Publications/MSMGF_YMSM_PolicyBrief.pdf

CONVENING STAKEHOLDERS

Convening Stakeholders Face-to-Face

Steering Committee Meeting

The MSMGF Steering Committee held their annual face-to-face meeting this quarter at the Secretariat's headquarters in Oakland,
California. The meeting also included leaders of the major regional networks of MSM around the world and key figures from the Global
Fund and US government. Day one of the two-day meeting focused on changes to the Global Fund architecture, clarification of US
government funding opportunities, identification of harmonized responses to legal challenges to MSM human rights, and identification
of key priorities for collective advocacy. Day two of the meeting included a report from the Executive Director and a discussion of
different organizational structures the MSMGF may choose to pursue moving forward.

Meeting of the Major Regional Networks of Gay Men Globally

This quarter the MSMGF hosted a meeting of leaders of the major regional networks of MSM around the world to share information and
increase collaboration among the regional networks and the MSMGF. The meeting concluded with the formation of a formal consortium
including the Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health (APCOM), the African Men for Sexual Health and Rights (AMSHeR),
Asociacion para la Salud Integral y Ciudadania en America Latina y el Caribe (ASICAL), the Caribbean Vulnerable Communities
Coalition (CVC), the Eurasian Coalition on Male Health (ECOM), and the MSMGF. Members of the consortium agreed to work in
collaboration to coordinate advocacy, develop a unified emergency response system to support grassroots activists, and document the
vital role played by LGBT-led community organizations in responding to HIV among MSM.

Virtual Networking

MSMGF Gains 51 New Members

From April through June 2013, the MSMGF gained 51 new members from 32 different countries, bringing total membership up to 2953.
Of the new members who joined during this period, 55% are from the Global South and 45% are from the Global North. Segmenting by
region, the majority of new members are from Western Europe, Northern Europe, and North America (23); Sub-Saharan Africa (13);
Asia (4); the Middle East & North Africa (4); Latin America (3); the Caribbean (2); Oceania (2); and Central Europe (1). In terms of
language, 82% of new members use the Web site in English and 18% use the Web site in non-English languages. The breakdown by
language is as follows: English (42), followed by Spanish (4), French (3), Arabic (1), and Chinese (1).

MSMGF Reference Groups

The MSMGF Youth Reference Group (YRG) played a central role in producing the YMSM Policy Brief referred to earlier in the report,
entitled “Young Men Who Have Sex With Men: Health, Access, and HIV.” Members of the YRG are currently working to provide
translations of the policy brief in Arabic, Russian, and Spanish; the translations should be launched next quarter. Finally, work
continues on the YRG's strategic plan, with aims to complete the document by the end of the next quarter.



COMMUNICATIONS

MSMGF.org
MSMGF Facilitates Global Information Exchange

Over the last quarter, the MSMGF identified 297 new articles and 29 new events focused on the health and human rights of MSM
around the world and uploaded them to the MSMGF’s searchable online database. These articles and event announcements were
circulated through the MSMGF'’s e-blast and the MSMGF’s Twitter channels.

From April — June, the MSMGF Web site received a total of 13,218 visits, of which 9,290 were absolute unique visitors. During the
current quarter, the single country with the highest number of visits was the United States (4,503), followed by Canada (543), the
United Kingdom (471), Australia (325), Brazil (320), India (320), Spain (279), Kenya (257), Mexico (221), and Saudi Arabia (212).
Roughly three quarters of all visits took place in English language, and one quarter of visits took place in languages other than English.

MSMGF Discussion Forums Facilitate Information Exchange and Collaboration
There were 13 posts on the MSMGF English Discussion Forum this quarter, with topics including: Canadian Supreme Court decisions
on sex work, discrimination against gay citizens of Belize in a new immigration act, participation in the 2014 World Pride Human Rights

Conference, participation in the CATIE Forum, input on a new LGBTI Refugee Project Portal, and Cameroon's anti-homosexuality laws.

Direct Information Support

The MSMGF is contacted on a regular basis by advocates, service providers, funders, networks, multilateral agencies, and other
individuals and organizations for direct information support. The MSMGF provides this information support as a triage service,
providing a wide range of information support. This past quarter, the MSMGF provided over 30 instances of tailored information support
to individuals and organizations on topics including: contact information of funders, details of upcoming webinars, support for research
on MSM in Russia, documents on gender-based violence against MSM, data concerning HIV among MSM in Central Asia, data from
the Global Men’s Health and Rights survey, information on political asylum for transgender people, expert opinions on Burkina Faso for
asylum cases, information on HIV-related medical coverage in resettlement countries, requests to circulate articles on LGBT in
Lebanon, and requests to circulate information on democracy and homophobia.

MSMGF Gets Media Coverage

In the second quarter of 2013, the MSMGF issued 4 press releases, 5 public statements, and 3 global network communications. In
total, the MSMGF was cited in 48 reports and articles. All materials are listed below.

Press Releases

International HIV Activists Meet with AIDS Project East Bay
April 22, 2013

International Networks of Gay Men Unite to Fight HIV
April 18,2013

New Global Survey of Young Gay Men Examines Housing, Violence, and Access to HIV Services
April 15,2013

Prominent Gay Activists from Around the World to Convene in Oakland to Address Global HIV Epidemic
April 1, 2013
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Public Statements

MSMGF Condemns Passage of Anti-Gay Bill in Nigeria
June 6, 2013

MSMGF Commends Findings of New High Level Panel Report on Post-2015 Development Goals, Calls for Greater Inclusion
of MSM and Key Populations
May 31, 2013

The MSMGF Mourns the Loss of World-Renowned Activist Shivananda Khan
May 21, 2013

The MSMGF Launches New Online Resource to Support Grassroots HIV Advocates to Fight Homophobia and Transphobia
May 17, 2013

David Kato Vision & Voice Award Secretariat Moves to Global Forum on MSM & HIV
April 2, 2013

Global Network Updates

Deadline Extended! Sign-On to Increase Meaningful Coverage of Key Populations at the International AIDS Conference!
June 10, 2013

Upcoming Webinar! Treatment as Prevention (TasP)
June 10, 2013

ACTION ALERT: Sign-On to Increase Meaningful Coverage of Key Populations at the International AIDS Conference
June 4, 2013

The Global Fund Wants Your Input!
May 8, 2013

Media Coverage and Other Citations

Coverage of Key Populations at the 2012 International AIDS Conference
Sex Work Research
June 6, 2013

Community consensus statement on the use of ARV treatment as prevention
AIDSMAP
June 6, 2013

New Study Shows Young Gay Men's Real Conditions And Challenges
Bali Against AIDS
June 4, 2013

Towards 'men who have sex with men-appropriate' health services in South Africa
Southern African Journal of HIV Medicine
June, 2013

The MSMGF Launches New Online Advocacy Resource
Australian Federation of AIDS Organizations
May 25, 2013
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The MSMGF Launches New Online Resource to Support Grassroots HIV Advocates to Fight Homophobia and Transphobia
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association
May 23, 2013

HIV Media Digest 22 May
National Association of People with HIV Australia
May 22, 2013
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Online Resource Supports Grassroots HIV Advocates to Fight Homophobia and Transphobia
Wisconsin Department of Health Services
May 21, 2013

MSM Attitudes on PrEP, Access to HIV Services
POZ.com
May 21, 2013

The MSMGF launches new online resource to support grassroots HIV advocates to fight homophobia and transphobia
European AIDS Treatment Group
May 20, 2013

MSMGF launches online resource for grassroots HIV advocates
Outrage Magazine
May 18, 2013

Let's Observe International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia
The Global Fund
May 17, 2013

Do You Know Your Status? If Not, Get Tested for HIV & Hepatitis Today!
The Rainbow Times
May 15, 2013

Blackmail, violence and stigma restrict access to sexual health services for gay men, Global Health and Rights Study
The Men's Center
May 13, 2013

HIV at the Intersection of Racism and Homophobia with George Ayala, PsyD
Center for AIDS Research, University of Washington
May 9, 2013

Blackmail, violence and stigma restrict access to sexual health services for gay men, Global Health and Rights Study reports
Fridae.asia
May 6, 2013
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Blackmail, violence and stigma restrict access to sexual health services for gay men, Global Health and Rights Study reports
National HIV Nurses Association
May 1, 2013

Blackmail, violence and stigma restrict access to sexual health services for gay men, Global Health and Rights Study reports
AIDSMAP
May 1, 2013

New Global Consortium to Protect Health and Human Rights of Men Who Have Sex with Men
Health Policy Project
May 1, 2013

HIV Prevention Update: Monthly Summaries of the Must-read Literature
AIDSTAR-One
May, 2013

Global HIV Community Survey about Post-2015 Global Health Goals
International Civil Society Support
May, 2013

Support for Parliamentary Motions
Rhoda Grant, Member of Scottish Parliament
April 30,2013

Global: International Networks of Gay Men Unite to Fight HIV
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
April 30, 2013

International Networks of Gay Men Unite to Fight HIV
The Body
April 30, 2013

International Networks of Gay Men Unite to Fight HIV
Pan Caribbean Partnership against HIV & AIDS
April 30,2013

Panel looks at inequities among gays globally
Bay Area Reporter
April 25, 2013

Global HIV/AIDS leaders meet in SF, Oakland
Bay Area Reporter
April 25,2013

World news: Special to the online edition of Windy City Times
Windy City Times
April 24,2013

International Networks of Gay, MSM Unite to Fight HIV
Identity Kenya
April 24,2013
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